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Hoteliers Applaud Lifting of Travel Restrictions with
Canada and Mexico

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct. 19 - America’s hoteliers applauded the Biden administration’s
announcement that it will allow fully vaccinated foreign nationals from Canada and
Mexico to enter the United States starting in early November after a 19-month freeze.

For air travel, the policy would require travelers to be fully vaccinated and to test negative
for the virus. No testing will be required to enter the country by land or sea, as long as
travelers meet the vaccination requirements.

AAHOA is working with the administration to promote vaccine awareness in the
hospitality industry and called for new measures to restart international travel safely
earlier this year.

“This is a big win for our Members, families, business, and tourism industries, especially
those living in Texas and in the states bordering Canada,” said AAHOA President & CEO
Ken Greene. “Cross-border operations were halted at the start of the pandemic, and
AAHOA pressed the administration on the financial toll the travel ban took on small
businesses.”

Travel industry studies estimate that international travel spending in the U.S. fell 76
percent year-over-year compared to 34 percent for domestic travel in 2020.

“Lifting the COVID-19 restrictions on foreign travelers from Mexico and Canada is a
significant step in the right direction and signals yet another phase of recovery for the
hotel industry,” said AAHOA Chair Vinay Patel. “This decision from the Biden
Administration will help return two significant sources of travel and tourism to the U.S,,
visitors who have historically visited by the tens of millions annually.”
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About AAHOA

AAHOA is the largest hotel owners association in the nation, with Member-owned properties
representing a significant part of the U.S. economy. AAHOA's 20,000 members own 60% of the
hotels in the United States and are responsible for 1.7% of the nation’s GDP. More than one million
employees work at AAHOA member-owned hotels, earning $47 billion annually, and
member-owned hotels support 4.2 million U.S. jobs across all sectors of the hospitality industry.
AAHOA's mission is to advance and protect the business interests of hotel owners through



advocacy, industry leadership, professional development, member benefits, and community
engagement.



