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AAHOA Statement on 2019 Federal ADA Title III Lawsuits 

ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 25 – AAHOA President & CEO Cecil P. Staton issued the following 
statement in response to the record-breaking number of ADA Title III federal lawsuits filed in 
2019: 

“Businesses strive to comply with the regulations in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
to ensure that all patrons can access their services. However, unscrupulous trial lawyers and 
serial plaintiffs abuse the ADA to target honest businesses with drive-by lawsuits, the number of 
which filed in federal court alone jumped to 11,053 in 2019. These predatory lawsuits are not 
about expanding access. They are about money. Threatening honest business owners with vague 
accusations of noncompliance while demanding thousands of dollars is not about access, it’s 
about abusing provisions of a landmark civil rights law for financial gain. 

“America’s hoteliers are committed to working with the disability rights community to help 
businesses understand how best to serve Americans with disabilities and expand access while 
combatting predatory lawsuits.” 

About AAHOA: 
AAHOA is the largest hotel owners association in the world. The over 19,500 AAHOA members 
own almost one in every two hotels in the United States. With billions of dollars in property 
assets and hundreds of thousands of employees, AAHOA members are core economic 
contributors in virtually every community. AAHOA is a proud defender of free enterprise and the 
foremost current-day example of realizing the American dream. 

### 

mailto:peter@aahoa.com

